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permitted to be present at its Mysteries or secret rites. Before
being admitted, the candidate was required to purify himself;
but such purification consisted for the most part of abstention
from certain sorts of food and other forms of outward pollution.
The sense of sin was not consciously a burden to the pagan
mind; and the idea of a genuine moral purity of life, as we should
understand it, played no real part in the preparation for the
Eleusinian Mysteries.
When the day for the celebrations came round, the band of
devotees collected outside the city-gate and proceeded along the
Sacred Way which led to Eleusis. They were clad in white, and
in their hands they carried pine-torches which, as the dusk
came on, they lighted. Singing hymns to Dionysus they moved
across the plain and over the intervening hills until they reached
Eleusis. A day or two were spent in further ceremonial; and
then, finally, in a darkened hall they were admitted to the crown-
ing rite. There they witnessed mysterious visions which were
displayed to them in flashes of light. What those visions were
we cannot really tell; for the strictest secrecy was enjoined and the
secret was well kept. There would appear to have been some
sort of tableaux representing mythological scenes in which the
deities of the cult figured. There was an exhibition of the
Sacred Wheat-ear, which was clearly a symbol of the rebirth
of life. What seems certain is that the devotees were not merely
uplifted by some strange mood of ecstatic bliss, but that they
actually obtained therefrom some assurance that all would be
wrell with them and that, as the ear of wheat 'is not quickened
except it die', so likewise through death the human soul would
attain to a fuller life beyond.